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Jan. 4: El Tiempo reported that unidentified assailants kidnapped Alvaro Diego Montoya, president
of a financial services firm, Probolsa, as he left his office in Bogota on Dec. 20. Montoya is the son
of President Virgilio Barco's general secretary and closest adviser, German Montoya. According
to the newspaper, Montoya Junior was kidnapped by Medellin drug ring leader Pablo Escobar. El
Tiempo said Montoya was one of 18 people, many of them belonging to Colombia's richest families,
abducted by the drug traffickers in the past three weeks.
Jan. 5: AP cited police sources in Bogota as saying that Medellin drug traffickers have abducted at
least 20 people as part of their campaign against the government. A communique by the drug ring,
published in local newspapers, said that half of the ransom paid by family members for the release
of the hostages will be used to finance the war against the Barco government, while the other half
would be used to finance construction of housing for the needy.
Jan. 6: In a communique, "The Extraditables" threatened to kill Alvaro Diego Montoya if Mario
Vasquez and another three of their "colleagues" were not released by Jan. 13. AFP reported that
since the government crackdown on traffickers began in August, 12 Colombians charged with drugrelated offenses in the US have been extradited to that country. Late Saturday, a car bomb exploded
in Bogota outside the offices of Alvaro Diego Montoya, abducted by the traffickers on Dec. 20. One
person was injured, police said.
Jan. 9: Bogota police reported the capture of drug trafficker Joaquin Oswaldo Gallo Chamorro in
the capital city. Gallo is wanted in the US. Jan. 11: The Defense Ministry reported delivery of seven
more US helicopters, part of a $60 million aid package. Thus far, 19 helicopters have been delivered.
On Thursday evening, President Barco approved a "war tax" which would require businesses to
contribute to financing the government's war against drug traffickers. The government is expected
to issue $34 million worth of special bonds to finance the drug crackdown. Under the new war tax
legislation, Colombian companies would pay the equivalent of 5% of total taxable profits for the 1989
tax year.
Jan. 13: Two Colombians were extradited to North Carolina to face federal cocaine trafficking
charges. The total of Colombians extradited to the US since August is 13.
Jan. 14: Security forces commenced a massive search operation for Gilberto Rodriguez Orejuela,
reputed leader of the Cali drug ring. The search came after the Justice Ministry ordered his arrest,
after the US Embassy formally requested Rodriguez's extradition. The arrest order marked the
first major move against the Cali drug ring since August when the crackdown against traffickers
began. According to El Tiempo, an army operation began Jan. 12 in lower class areas of Medellin
known to be the source for Medellin drug ring leader Pablo Escobar's army of hired killers. Citing
Gen. Harold Bedoya Pizarro, the newspaper said the army has arrested, 2,500 people from Medellin
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belonging to 150 gangs working for Escobar. Quoting army sources, radio network RCN said the
operation has resulted in the arrest of 1,800 people. El Tiempo reported that four soldiers have been
killed by Medellin drug ring gunmen since Jan. 4. According to AP, there have been no ransom
demands connected to the kidnappings of 28 persons allegedly by drug traffickers. AFP notes that
the Jan. 13 deadline mentioned in a communique by drug traffickers to save the life of Alvaro Diego
Montoya had passed with no word of his whereabouts or condition.
Jan. 17: "The Extraditables" offered to terminate drug production and trafficking operations in
return for "guarantees" by the government. (See Chronicle, 01/18/90, for details of offer.)
Jan. 19: According to HCJB radio (Voice of the Andes, Ecuador), the Colombian government
reaffirmed its intention not to bargain with the Medellin drug ring. According to statements by
the Interior Minister, the drug traffickers' offer signifies that the government is winning the drug
war. Notimex reported that discussion of the traffickers' offer raged in the local media, while the
government maintained its "silence" on the issue.
According to some commentators, the negotiations offered by the traffickers were the result of
behind-the- scenes maneuvering to secure the release of Alvaro Diego Montoya. As a result,
the "procedures" to be employed in this case are not juridical, but rather political, and thus,
unacceptable. Others assert that Pablo Escobar Gaviria does not represent a significant proportion
of Colombian drug traffickers, and therefore, the offer should not be examined in a serious fashion
by the government. Colombia's largest circulation newspaper, El Tiempo, published a huge paid
advertisement claiming that "The Extraditables" represent only one person, "by the name of Pablo
Escobar Gaviria."
In an editorial, El Tiempo stated that the government intends to wait until all kidnapped persons are
released by the traffickers before committing itself to a specific course of action in response to the
Jan. 17 offer. Notimex cites unidentified observers of foreign affairs who said that while Escobar's
offer may be interpreted as an attempt to eliminate "narco-terrorism" by establishing a modus
vivendi with the traffickers, Barco's government must also be concerned with its credibility as
perceived abroad, as well as subjecting itself to reprisals from the US government.
Jan. 20: Colombian officials announced that eight army officers and 16 enlisted persons will face trial
before a military court Jan. 23 on charges of theft, or gun running. The theft counts derived from
charges that defendants stole cocaine confiscated in military operations against drug traffickers.
Some of the defendants are also accused of selling weapons to leftist guerrillas. Government troops
seized three luxury apartments in Bogota, allegedly belonging to the Cali drug ring. Two of the
apartments, located in northern Bogota, belonged to the wife and daughter of Gilberto Rodriguez
Orejuela. According to the US Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), Rodriguez Orejuela is the
head of the Cali ring. According to AFP, the confiscations marked the first against the Cali drug ring
since Aug. 18. AFP reported that President Virgilio Barco had rejected the Medellin drug ring's offer
made on Jan. 17. In a letter published in El Tiempo, President Barco said that "blind and obstinate
repression" and "open and indefinite dialogue with the criminals" are not the only alternatives in
response to the drug traffickers' offer(s).
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Jan. 21: Joseph Amsili Cohen was extradited to the US. He is wanted on drug charges. His
extradition brought the total to 14.
Jan. 23: In a letter to El Tiempo publisher Hernando Santos Castillo, Pablo Escobar said he was
still in control of the Medellin drug ring and that it was united in its intent to seek peace with the
government. Escobar also said his organization would continue a war with the Cali drug ring,
accused of providing government officials with information leading to the death of associate
Gonzalo Rodriguez Gacha, in a shootout with police in December. Escobar denied a report
appearing in the newspaper on Jan. 21 that the Medellin group was split. The article cited security
force officials as saying Escobar's main allies were abandoning him as police and the military closed
in.
Jan. 24: In a letter released to Colombian news organizations, the alleged leader of the Cali group,
Gilberto Rodriguez Orejuela, said he would be prepared to face an extradition request from the US.
The merits of the request, he said, would have to evaluated under Colombian law. The Colombian
Supreme Court upheld a presidential decree allowing the government to seize the wealth of
suspected traffickers. [Basic data from Xinhua, 01/09/90, 01/10/90, 01/12/90, 01/20/90, 01/22/90; AP,
01/04/90, 01/05/90, 01/11/90, 01/13/90, 01/14/90, 01/23/90, 01/24/90; AFP, 01/04/90, 01/06/90, 01/14/90,
01/20/90; Notimex, 01/11/90, 01/19/90, 01/20/90; HCJB (Voice of the Andes, Ecuador), 01/19/90]
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